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PALESTINE MISSION. 


Extract from a Letter from Messrs. Goodell and 
Bird to the Corresponding Secretary. 
Beyroot, July 1, 1825. 

Dear Str,—We are constrained to acknow!l- 
edge the manifold mercies of our Heavenly Fa- 
ther to ourselves and our families, in preserving us 
in life, and in so comfortable health, and in sur- 
rounding us with comforts, securities, and priv.- 
teges, far beyond our expectations, and far beyond 
what the native inhabitants of this country have 
enjoyed for thousands of years. We have also to 
acknowledge the divine goodness and faithfulness 
mm permitting us to commence and continue our 
labours, amidst “the scorning of tho-e that are at 
ease, and the contempt of the proud,” from whom 
the most determined opposition was to be expect- 
ed, and from whom much has been experienced. 
Iu a country like this, and after wnat has befall 
en us, we feel, that we have greater cause for gra- 
titude, that we have been able to do so much, than 
for discouragement, that we have been able to do 
no more. Notwithstanding all that has been at- 
tempted to frustrate our purposes, and all that has 
been done tothrow a dark cloud over this mission, 
we believe, that we can say is truth, and we would 
say it with the most devout thankfulness, that, so 
far as Beyroot is concerned, our prospects of use- 
fuluess never wore a biighter aspect, than they do 
at the present moment. 

The menacing circulars from those in ecclesi- 
astical authority, and the denunciations from Rome, 
were comparatively powerless, or rather were less 
extensively felt; but the firman of the Octoman 
Porte spread consternation and terror through all 
Syria. But, in the face of all that is formidable in 
in the whole conjoined, we have, during the last 
six months at Beyroot, given away twenty-six, 
lent seventy, and sold ninety-six of our sacred 
books. 

The school, which, amidst many anxieties and 
prayers, we established about a year ago, has, 
through the divine goodness, continued to this day, 
and has more than equalled the most sanguine 
expectations, which we dared to form respecting 
it. It contains between eighty and ninety schol- 
ars, who are all Arabs, and who are all boys ex- 
cept two. 

The school, in which Mr. Bird téaches Italian, 
has, since we last wrote, considerably increased in 
numbers and importance ; and his recent removal 
to a more cominodious house will probably further 
its prosperity. ‘The whole number of Arab youths, 
that have attended, is about thirty, and thei - ages 
from eight to twenty. 





About four months age, we succeeded in esta- 
blishing another school, in a village several hours 
distant trom Bevroot, which consists of twenty, 
This cannot enjoy so much of our superintendence, 
but it is subject to the same regulations, as the 
school in Beyroot. It is situated on the side of 
one of those elevated peaks, which were the last 
and the loveliest objects the dying prophet of Nebo 
fastened his eves upon, as he was closing them up- 
on all terrestrial scenes. 

Onur schools ave particularly important, as they 
bring us more ar less into contact with the children 
and their friends. and mulnply our opportunities 
of discoursing “ ou the things concerning the king- 
dom of God.” 

Four times a week through a part of the winter, 
aud twice a week through the whole, we addressed 
a congregation of beggars, consisting frequently 
of an hundred and fifty persons. ‘To the Arineni- 
ans God has opened a door of usefulness by bring- 
ing some men of influence in their church into 
close connexion with us; to an acquaintance with 
all that we exhibit of loveliness in Christian exam- 
ple, or of simplicity aud purity in Christian wor- 
ship; to an open renunciation of many of their for- 
mer errors; and to a speculative betief of opposite 
truths. They have already written to their breth- 
ren io various parts, exposing the errors of the 
church and the wickedness of the clergy; and we 
cannot but hope, that itis the design of Providence 
to make thein reformers of the age, 

Iv our own families, we bave daily opportunities 
for reading and expounding the Scriptures, and 
speaking of tbe things of God to a greater or less 
number of persons; and the voice of Providence, 
unless we misinterpret it, seems to say to us; “ Be 
not afraid, but speak, and hold not your peace; 
for | am with you, and no man shall set on you 
to hurt you; Fer I have much people in this 
City.” 

or several months, we have held, in connecs 
tion with the English missionaries, a weekly pray- 
er-meeting for the special purpose of imploring 
the enlightening, quickening, and sanctifying in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit upon ourselves, to fit 
us more and more for the work of our high calling, 
The day of the Monthly Concert, they and we 
usually observe as a day of fasting and prayer ; 
and, at the close of the day, we sit down to the ta- 
ble of our common Lord, to refresh our minds 
with all he has said, and done, and suffered for us. 
Both of these meetings we have found peculiarl 
precious, as they have tended to promote a spirit 
of union and Christian love and syne fo among 
ourselves, and of more unreserved and untiring de- 


votedness to Christ. Miss, Herald. 
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LETTER FROM THE REV. W. B. LEWIS. 


Beyroot, June 21, 1825. 

1 write a few lines to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter, dated Dec. 14th, 1824, togethe: 
with the accompanying resolutions of the Commit- 
tee. I wish also to inform you, that I am on the 
eve of starting for Smyrna or Constantinople. By 
letters which have arrived from home, as well as 
by the permission of the Committee, kindly ex- 
pressed in the resolutions you forwarded, I have 
been enabled to make up my mind to return to 
England, and to hope and trust it will appear to 
be the will of Providence that I should do sé. It 
is about a fortnight since I arrived from Damas- 
cus, having witnessed the departure of the hadgees, 
or pilgrims, for Mecca and Medina. I had previ- 
ously revisited Safed and Tiberias, &c. and spent 
nearly six weeks in Jerusalem, in company with 
Messrs. Fisk and King, as well as with Dr. Darl- 
ton. We were in time for the Easter ceremonies, 
and to see how much God is mocked and man de- 
ceived, in a spot the most interesting of all others, 
and by many, even at this day, looked upon as the 
most holy inthe world. God requires “to be wor- 
shipped in spirit and in truth ;” but the Christian 
religion, as exhibited in Jerusalem, must truly 
and very justly appear in the eye of the Turk, the 
Jew, or the infidel, to be only a lying vanity—the 
work of men’s hands; and this especially at every 
return of that season which is appointed to com- 
memorate the death and resurrection of the Sav- 
jour. Que sect is almost as much in error as an- 
other, although widely different in many things, 
and their annual exhibitions, in the view of reison 
and religion, would seem equally wearisome and 
abhorrent. —W hilst the Catholics parade about and 
adore the image and the cross, the Greeks and Ar- 
menians are preparing the fire which is made to 
issue from the tomb the day after the crucifixion, 
and which alf the world is called upon to believe 
to be fire descended from heaven. 

Thousands of devoted pilgrims were formerly 
in the habit of going up to Jerusalem to attend the 
ceremonies, but, owing to the Greek war, the num. 
ber at present is greatly diminished. Great op- 
portunities were then consequently afforded for 
the distribution of the Seriptures of truth, and 
channels were opened, by meaus of which the liv. 
ing waters might flow into distant lands. Bat, alas! 
this year nothing coald be done in the Holy City 


in the way of circulating copies of the Word of 


God, as on former occasions. I need not say how 
much this was calculated to disiress those who 
had it in their power, but could not give away a 
single copy, except privately, and with the greatest 
caution. This was the effect of our fears, and the 
fears of the people, and of our present weakness 
in opposition to the Goliaths of the Terra Santa 
convent. We were well persuaded that these 
monks had too much to do in the issving of the 

rohibiiory Firman against the Scriptures, not to 
be particularly on the alert to make use of it in Je- 
rusalem, as the mischievous instrument of attack 
whenever the opportunity permitted. God grant, 
for his ownwame’s sake, that all their evil designs 
may at leagth be wholly frustrated, and that all the 
enemies of Jerusalem may be brought low. Oh! 
when (as one is often led to exclaim) when are the 
days of Jerusalem’s mourning to be at an end, and 
the happy days to be fulfilled which are promised 








to her in Scripture! ©'The Lord shall comfort 
Zion—joy and gladness shall be found therein, 
thanksgiving and the voice of melody.” Then 
“awake, put on thy strength, O Zion ; shake thy- 
self from the @ust, arise, sit down, O Jerusalem ; 
loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O cap 
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tive daughter of Zion! 


BURMAH. 


Caleutta papers, from June to August have 
been received at Boston. They do not relate any 
event of importance in the prosecution of the Bur- 
mese war. The two divisions of the British army, 
were qnartered at Prome, about a hundred miles 
above Rangoon, on the river, and eighty miles 
from the sea coast, and at Arracan. There were 
no enemy’s forces to excite any apprehension, in 
the neighbourhood of either place, o: between 
Prome and Rangoon. The whole territory of Pe- 
gu and Arracan appeared to be in the power of 
the British. Some attempts were made, but they 
had not been successful, to open a direct comin. 
nication between Prome and Arracan. A large 
body of Burmese troops were assembled higher up 
the country, and they were strongly entrenching 
at Ava, and Amrapoora. 

There is no confirmation of the report that the 
court of Ava had made overtures of peace; on 
the contrary itis a dozen times repeated, in letters 
from Prome, to July 23d, that not the slightest dis- 
position to make such overtures was shown. It 
would seem, therefore, that the letter from Calcut- 
ta, of May 22, announcing the release of Mr. Jud- 
son, the American Missionary, and his wife, and 
that they were on their way to the British camp, 
as bearers of proposals of peace, must have been 
founded on erroneous intelligence. We. donot 
find any mention of Mr. Judson in these papers. 
[i is mentioned that Mr. Hough was about publish- 
ing at Calcutta, a Grammar and vocabulary of the 
Burmese language. 

It was one time asserted that the Siamese had 
joined the Burmese in the war, and that their troops 
had taken the field. But it proved to be only the 
Shuamese, the inhabitants of a northern Burman 
province, tributary to the king of Ava. The peo- 
ple of Siam remained on friendly terms with the 
British. It is said that the war is not popular with 
the people of Burmah, that they are pacifically in- 
clined, but that the court is obstinate, and will not 
yield. 

In the Caleutta papers of July 8th, there is a de- 
position of a seapoy, who was taken prisoner by 
the Burmese and carried to Ava, at the end of 
which we remark this statement. “ Mrs, Judson, 
the American Missionary’s wife, was permitted to 
remain (at Ava) in her dwelling house unmolest- 
ed; but her husband was in prison in irons—she 
was allowed to visit him every two or three days, 
and daily to send him food.” 

_—a 
CHEROKEE MISSION, 
CANDY’S CREEK. 

This is the latest missionary station among the Chero 
kees. Mr. Holland resides here as the teacher. He be- 
gun preparations iv June 1824. His school was commen- 
ced on the first of February, 1825. A church was form- 
el, Sept. 25th, into which six natives were admitted. A 
white man, who had been employed by Mr. Holland, was 
alse received. The seriousness had been remarkable. 
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The following extract is taken from Mr. Holland's account 
of the station. 

The situation of at leasttwo of these converts 
was such, as to fill us with the highest gratitude to 
Almighty God for opening the way for this estab 
lishment, at the time he did 

Old Mrs. Fields is evidently on the brink of the 
eternal world ; and, to ©. appearance, she will 
hiear, vow, 


not probably survive ther year. 

her songs of praise v ). for bringimg her 
into his vineyard, at cis t period of the elev- 
enth hour, while, ha: « soard procrastinated a 


little she would have div in her si 

During the last te. inelve weeks, she has 
uniformly manifested soot: holy serenity of mind, 
as, in our view, springs from true faith ia the Lord 
Jesus; and, whenever ioterrogated, she has ex- 
pressed unqualified willingness to depart this life, 
whenever God shall call; which time she thinks is 
at hand. 

Stephen Foreman’s case also strikingly illus 
trates the idea advanced ; namely, that was high 
time that missionary exertions sliould be made in 
this place. He is a youth, whose heart was 
wrought upon in the year 1 in such a manner, 
shat he covenanted, that if God would deliver bin 
trom dreaded danger, (which was the caus? of hi 
vow,) he would devote himse!f to the service of 
God through life. He was thea ata reveliing, but 
never attended a meeting for that purpose or any 
thing of the kind, but once afterwards: which 
transgression was a source of continual grief to 
him. <A severe and dangerous sickness, wil 
which he was shortly after auacked, served to 
deepen his religions impressions, and force him to 
the Bible, the only earthly guide, with which 
heaven blessed him iv his great emergency. This, 
he says, was a great blessing ; yet, so ignorant was 
he, that a great part of the Bible was to him a 
sealed book. Notwithstanding bis way was dark, 
he groped along by the teint glimmering which 
shone in his path, hopiog aud believing thata kiud 
God would at last canse his path 10 tenminate, in 
the narrow way that leadsto heaven, in this try- 
jng situation, be remained during the last year, dis- 
daining oll parties of pleasure, and firmly believ- 
ing that his soul had litle to do with the vanities 
of time. 

Though he resided but three and a half miles 
distant, | did not become acquainted with him ull 
the early part of the present year, except by hear- 
ing, once or twice, an expression, which had be- 
come proverbial with some ; viz. — There ts the per 
son who never altends frolics, nor does any thing 
wrong. As soon as he heard of our Sabbath 
School, and little sanctuary, he attended; and | 
think he has never been absent on the Sabbath 
since. iuight soon burst in upon his mind. He 
saw more and more the plague of his heart, till at 
length bis burden became insupportable. He cast 
bimself into the «tos of the Saviour, to whom he 
was directed. He was received, and enabled to 
rvejoice with joy “unspeakable and full of glory.” 
Since that happy moment, be has apparenuy been 
the subject of more exalted and unintermpted 
spiritual enjoyment, than I ever saw exhibited in 
avy other person for the same length of time. 

He suffers shameful and gross abuse for Christ’s 
sake withouta revengeful word or look. In a let- 
ter to me, he says, “My brethren are very angry 
with me for becoming religious ; but I eannot hate 
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pene iny soul pities then.” In reflecting upon 
the former and present situation and character of 
old Mrs. Fields, and Scephea Foreman, who will 
say, “the time is pot come, that the Lord’s house 
should be butlt?” that the exertions made at this 
place have been premature? Who would prefer 
to have hoarded his money, and suffered this aged 
woman to go down to the grave in her heathen- 
imm? Who would weigh in the balance with a 
few dollars, the immurtal soul of this dear youth, 
who, if be had not been irrecoverably lust by de- 
lay, mugit have been groping in darkness, yearaf- 
‘er yeor, without any one to direct him to the 
Lamb of God who taketh away the sins of the 
world, 

My feelings are of such a kind, that I have al- 
ready tespassed upon your patience; but permit 
me, dear sir, to say, thar when I reflect upon this 
subject ;—when [ think of the powerlul mnpulse 
which our little band of Christians may give—the 
immeasurable influence which they may exert and 
which will increase and inc:ease until the judgment 
day ;—I am so animated, so swallowed up in God’s 
love, and inthe joyful prospect, that all the sacri- 
fices which have been made by the Christian pub- 
ic, and the missionaries in this place, dwindle in- 
to nothing aud less than nothing. 

The aged woman, whose religious experience is above 
described, is a full Cherokee, who speaks ne English 
The young man isa relative of ber family, His age is 
19. Efe speaks English, and is closely pursuing his stud- 
ics ia Mr. Hollaud’s school. Missionary Herald. 





FOR THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY. 





Instlituted at New-York. 
No. 1. 


UNION OF DIFFERENT DENOMINaTIONS, 


By the Constitution of this Society, its Publist- 
ing Committee is to consist of “ not less than three 
oor more than six” members, “ no two of whom 
are to be of the same denomination of christians,” 
and “no Tract is to be published, to which any 
member of that Committee shall object.” 

So long as the people of God are a “ little flock,” 
their union, as far as is practicable, in every good 
work, is evidently desirable. It strengthens the 
cause they have espoused; calms the animosity 
and bitterness by which they have too long been 
rent asunder; and takes away from the enemy one 
of the principal occasions of reproach. 
The practicability of uniting different denomi- 
nations in a Bible Society, few are now disposed 
to question; and the practicability of uniting the 
tiuly pious and Evangelical of the principal reli- 
gious denominations ina T'ract Society, though it 
is a union based on somewhat different principles, 
is almost equally apparent.. The Bible Society, 
indeed, can embrace among its friends and sup- 
porters, a much larger portion of the clhiristian 
community, and men differing more widely in sen- 
timent. But that those who cordially receive and 
love the doctrines which the Committee of the 
American Tract Society say, in their address to 
the Christian Public, “are dear to their hearts, 
and constitute the basis of their union”—such as 
“man’s native sinfulness ; the purity and Did. 
. 
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ity of our Lord Jesus Christ; the necessity of his 
atonement and sacrifice ; the efficiency of the Ho- 
ly Spirit in the work of renovation; the free and 
full offers of the gospel, and the duty of men to ac- 
cept of it; the necessity of personal holiness, and 
an everlasting state of rewards and punishments 
beyond the grave*—that such christians can unite 
in a Tract Society, as affectionately and as suc- 
cessfully as men unite in a Bible Society, or in 
any other kindred Institution ; it would be no ar 


rogance to attempt te prove to the satisfaction of 


every candid and intelligent mind. 

There are, in the humble, pious, devout people 
of God, a harmony of views relative to the great 
truths of the gospel, and a warmth of christian af- 
fection, such as unite no other class of men. This 
unity of spirit exists in fact; the all searching eye 
of God beholds it; and it will Jive and reign, till it 
is perfected in Heaven. This unity of spirit con- 
stitutes one of the most powerful arguments in 
proof of the reality of vital religion ; and it is one 
which comes home with a delightful conviction to 
the heart of every christian, in his familiar inter- 
course with his brethren in Christ, by whatever 
name they are called. ‘The true people of God, to 
use the language of the Christian Observer, wheth- 
er “in the wilds of America, or the cultivated 
countries of Europe,” whether they “ lived under 
the Jewish economy, or live under the Christian 
institution now, have all spoken in spite of their 
several peculiarities, one common language of the 
heart about God and Christ, sin and holiness, time 
and eternity. Their religious hopes and fears, 
their joys and their sorrows, have been the same. 
They have, in a word, —— understood one 
another’s sentiments, and entered into one anoth- 
er’s feelings, (neuen mysterious and unintellgible 
to all the world beside,) on every subject essential- 
ly related to Salvation.” We say nothing sow in 
favor of their relinquishing their views, or their 
practice relative to any one of the ordinances or 
forms of religion ; and nothing against their incul- 
cating, in the pulpit, and through the press, as far 
as any may think that duty calls, the peculiarities 
of their belief; but we do say, that real christians, 
one in spirit, one in purpose, and soon to be one 
in heaven, can unite in the great work of diffusing 
far and wide, “a knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ as the Redeemer of sinners,” “ by the cir- 
culation of Religious Tracts.” 

For what is a Religious Tract? It is “a select 
portion of divine truth practically designed and 
adapted to make the reader wise unto salvation.” 
The writer, impressed with a view, such as faith 
sometimes presents, of the eternal joys of heaven, 
and sorrows of the world of despair, alarmed at 
the danger to which he sees his fellow man expo- 
sed, moved with compassion, and intent on “* per- 
suading him, iv Christ’s stead, to be reconciled to 
God,” cannot address him in the style of a contro- 
versialist, or weary him with protracted, specula 
tive discussions. He will labor to address him in 
a Tract, as he would in words, if, like the Phillip- 

ian Jailor, he “ came trembling” before him, cry- 
ing, “ What must I do to be saved ?”—as he would 
address men in a revival of teligion—as a dying 
father, just entering the worid of glory, would ad- 
dress his children—as a dying pastor would ad- 
dress his flock. 

And what is the fact, as to the character of the 
Tracts, which the people of God have already, by 





their voluntary contnbutions and efforts, engaged 
in circulating ? It is very certain, that of more 
than one hundred and ten millions of Religious 
Tracts, published by the principal Tract Societies 
in our world, (divided and separate as those com- 
posing the “body of Christ,” have been ;) not two 
inillions, and probably not one million, if as many 
as half a million, have failed to receive the cordial] 
approbation of the great mass of pious Evangeli- 
cal christians. No other fact could prove so tri- 
umphantly, that the. devoted friends of the Re- 
deemer can unite in this branch of benevolent ex- 
ertion. Whatare the Tracts which pious, Evan- 
gelical christians of any one denomination, consid- 
er the best that have been written, and which they 
believe God has most abundantly biessed? They 
are such as the “ Dairyman’s Daughter,” the 
“ Swearer’s Prayer,” the “ Shepherd of Salisbury 
Plain,” the “ Warning Voice,” the “ Young Cot- 
tager,” and the “ Great Question answered ;”—~ 
and men of a kindred spirit, of every olher denom- 
ination, love them equally, and rejoice equally in 
their extensive circulation. 

All these tracts, we are informed, and about one 
hundred and twenty others, have already been ap- 
proved by the Publishing Committee of the Amer- 
ican Tract Society, (composed at present, of cler- 
gymen of five denominations,) with a most delight- 
tul unanimity and confidence that they will meet 
the decided approbation of the friends of vital god- 
liness and Evangelical truth. In every step of their 
progress, they grow stronger and stronger, and be- 
come more and more fully convinced, that their 
humble endeavors will result in the glory of God 
and the Redeemer, and the salvation of multi 
tudes. 

We ask now those who “love the Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity,” if it becomes his decided and 
faithful followers still to hesitate, and linger, and 
question whether this Society will succeed? In 
its managers and patrons, who have seen so many 
indications of the smiles of Divine Providence up- 
on it, this would be ingratitude and impiety. For 
themselves, they must go forward; and the lan- 
guage of their persevering endeavors is to all the 
(riends of Christ, by whatever name they may be 
distinguished from others, the cause is God’s and 
must prevail. We look not now for questions as 
to the practicability of our undertaking—they 
come now too late. We look not for mere expres- 
sions of friendship. But in the name of our Mas- 
ter, and from love to him, we invite your cordial 
and effeetive co-operation: your fervent, unceas- 
ing and prevailing prayers. H. 





The American Tract Society have now in thei: 
Depository, No. 3, Cedar-street, New-York, 34 
Tracts ready for delivery, of several of which, sec- 
ond editions have already been printed. A large 
number will soon be added, as they have now ster- 
otyped about eighty. The Tracts are printed on 
good paper, the edges trimmed, those of 12 pages 
and over covered, and sold at the rate of 10 pages 
for one cent, vo charge being made for covers. — 
Auxiliary Societies contributing one fourth part of 
their annual receipts, (deducting from them their 
incidental expenses) are supplied with Tracts, at 
20 per cent discount, and furnished with the Amer- 
ican Tract Magazine gratis. 

The Society is in pressing need of funds, with 
which to procure sterotype plates, engravings, pa- 
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per and printing, in order to provide a stock of 
Tracts for the supply of the country. No funds 
given for the general objects of the Society will be 
appropriated to the Society’s house, which is erec- 
ted whelly by the liberality of the citizens of New 

York With the invaluable advantages afforded 
by this establishment, all the funds contributed to 
the general object of the Society, can be most eco- 
nomically apprepriated. Twenty-doilars consti- 
ttites a life member. and 50 dollars a life Director. 

Every donor to the Society receives a copy of 
the Tract Magazine, in which his donation is ac 
knowledged. This work, containing 24 duodeci- 
mo pages, is issued regularly, on the first day of 
June, August, October, December, February, and 
April. Terms, 50 cents a year, and to those who 
become responsible for three copies or more, every 
fourth copy gratis. 

Orders for Tracts, remittances of money, and 
all other communications should be addressed to 
Mr. William A. Hallock, Corresponding Secreta- 
ry, No. 3. Cedar-street, New- York. 


INTOLERANCE IN CANADA. 





At the last meeting of the Protestant Society for 
the Protection of Religious Liberty, May 14, 1825, 
in Londoh, tiie following extract formed a part of 
the sixth resolution. 

“This meeting recommend to the Committee 
appointed for the ensuing year, continued vigilance 
against all violations of religious freedom through- 
out the world, and a judicious attempt to procure 
for Dissenters in Canada the advantages which 
the Catholics, Episcopalians, and Presbyterians 
all there enjoy, and to obviate other practical op- 
pressions, of which many persons loudly and just- 
ly complain.” : 

I have sent you the above asa theme upon 
which to illustrate some existing circumstances in 
Lewer Canada, as I was lately made acquainted 
with them. They will develope something of the 
state of religion in that province. 

The provincial law requires that all churches, 
congregations, and religious communities shall 
keep a duplicate register of baptisms, marriages, 
and funerals ; one to be retained by the congrega- 
uion, the other to be annually deposited in the of- 
fice of the clerk of the Superior Comt, which re- 
gisters must be authenticated by the signature of 
one of the Judges on each leaf or page. All those 
persens who are nonconformits to the established 
Church of England, except the Presbyterians of the 
established Kirk of Scotland, are deprived of this 
privilege, by a construction of the act equally novel 
and curious. It has been adjudicated in the high- 
est court of law, that the terin Protestant includes 
only persons of the state church, and consequently 
the different ministers of the Congregational, 
American Presbyterian and the Methodist Socie- 
ties, can neither administer baptism, celebrate 
marriage, or attend a funeral with security ; and 
their registers not being signed by a judge, would 
be refused as evidence, either of a child’s legiti- 
macy, the nuptial contract, or of a person’s death. 
This is an intolerable nuisance, politically consid- 
ered, and in a religious point of view is a grievous 
impediment to the progress of the Gospel. One 
circumstance connected with it is very striking 
and anomalous,—the Catholics are all in favour 
of granting to the various societies their rights, or 
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rather of interpreting the law without restriction— 
while the ecclesiastics of the state church are de- 
cidedly inimical to granting the other denomina- 
tions the evangelical right to have their children 
haptized according to their own consciences, or 
the melancholy pleasure of interring their friends 
after their own forms. The following fact which 
was communicated to me when I was lately in 
Quebec, will impress the minds of your readers 
with no small force. 

During last May, the Bethel flag was hoisted in 
that port, and public worship was continued 
through nearly the whole season, until September, 
on the Lord’s day afternoon, either on the ships 
or on the wharf adjacent. On some occasion, a 
man disturbed the devotions so much, that his vo- 
ciferations precluded the people from comprehend- 
ing the prayers offered to the throne of Grace.— 
Ar the close of the meeting, an officer arrested 
him : he was rescued by some of his consociates, 
but finally retaken, admitted to bail, and subse- 
quently tried. Upon the following points of de- 
tence he was pronounced not guily. 

That the ship was not licensed asa place of 
public worship, and censequently he had as much 
right to make one kind of noise, as others a dif- 
ferent species. 

That the persons pretending to preach and prav 
were not dressed like clergymen, nor robed in 
browns, bands, &c. &c., and therefore the accused 
was not bound to know whether these were regu- 
lar ministers, Or persons Only assuming that cha- 
racter. 

That there was no altar like that in the mass- 
house, or communion table, after the custom of 
the national church, and, therefore, persons had 
no right to suppose that under these circumstan- 
ces this was regularly conducted public worship. 

The rest of the defence was equally profound, 
learned, and consistent. So that according to this 
doctrine, aman must not preach to a company of 
sailors in their own ship, unless the exterior appa- 
ratus of anti-evangelical miummery deftles the 
quarter-deck, or unless a man, who is conscien- 
tiously averse from such foolery, is disguised in 
the rags manufactured at Rome, and condemned 
by the Apocalypse. 

If your readers wish to know any thing of ec- 
clesiastical matters in Upper Canada, | would re- 
fer them to Gourlay’s statistical account of that 
province ; the defender of the rights of conscience 
will thence derive matters to astonish him, and 
the friends to the extension of the Gospel, will 
marvel, and ask, can these things be ? 

— 


Yours, &c. 
MV. Y. Obs. 


BROCKVILLE. 
“THE HARVEST IS PAST—THE SUMMER JIS 
ENDED.” 
Tn that dread woment, how the frantic soul 
Raves round the walls of her clay tenement, 
Runs to each avenue, and sbricks for help, 
But shrieks in vain,” ° 
The following affecting account of the dying hours 
of a man of mere gaicty and pleasure, was giv- 
en by the Rev. Mr. Hervey. 
“I was, not long since, called to visit a poor 
gentleman, erewhile of the most robust Lory, and 
the gayest temper Lever knew. But when TL vie 





ited him; O! how was the glory departed from 
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him! I found him no more that sprightly and 
vivacious son of joy which he us: J to be ; but lan- 
guishing, piniag away, and withering under the 
chastening hand of God. His limbs feeble and 
trembling : his countenance forlorn and ghastly ; 
and the littie breath he had left, sobbed out in 
sorrowful sighs; his body hastening apace to the 
dust to lodge in the silent grave, the land of dark 
ness and desolation His son) just going to God 
who gave it; preparing itself to wing away unto 
its long home ; to enter upon an unchangeable and 
eternal state, When I was come up unto his 
chamber, and had seated myself on his bed, he 
first cast a mosi wishful look upon me, and then 
begun, as well as he was able, to speak. ‘QO! 
that] had been wise, that I had known this, that 1 
had considered my latter end. Ah! death is 
knocking at my door ; in a few hours I shall draw 
my last gasp; and then judgment, the tremen- 
dous judgment! how shall I appear, unprepared 
as lam, before the all-knowing and omnipotent 
God ? How shall I endure the day of his coming ?’ 
When I mentioned, among many other things, 
that strict holiness which he had formerly so 
slightly esteemed, he replied with a hasty eager- 
ness; ‘QO! that lioliness is the only thing I now 
long for. { have not words to teil you how highly 
I value it. I would gladly part with my estate, 
large as it is, or a world to obtain it. Now my 


seems to connect the present day with the infancy 
of the world. The Egyptian sculptures continue 
as fresh and angular as when the graving tool of 
the sculptor quitted them 3000 years ago, and bu- 
merous learned antiquarians are now busily enga- 
ged in deciphering their hieroglyphics. Among 
the names of the ancient kings of Egypt, Mr. 
Salt discovered what he considered to be the he- 
raldic appellation of Misarte, the king who erected 
the obelisk now standing at Metea and Thothmo- 
sis. Thothmosis, according to Josephus, was the 
king who perished in the Red Sea. These pho- 
netic symbols were found on Cleopatra’s Needle. 
—At Medinet Abu, Mr. Salt deciphered, accor- 
ding to this system, the name of Tirhaka, a con- 
temporary with Isaiah, whose existenee many 
learned mewn have doubted, but of whom it is said, 
in the Second Book of Kings, “ Tishaka, king of 
Ethiopia, came out to make war against Senna- 
cherib, king of Assyria.” He was contemporary 
with Sethon, the second king of Egypt, who, if 
the symbols are rightly deciphered, has recorded, 
in Vulcan’s temple at Sais, the destruction of Sen- 
nacherib’s army in the night, and his own deliver- 
ance from it. The phonetic antiquarian every 
where beholds the pictured memorials of extraor- 
dinary national vicissitudes.— Chr. Obs. 


ON FAITH. 





benighted eyes are enlightened, I clearly discern }, es 


the things that are excellent. What is there in 
the place whither I am going but God! Or what 
is there to be desired on earth but religion 2? But 
if this God should restore you to health, said I, 
think you that you should alter your former 
course ?—*I call heaven and earth to witness,’ 
said he, ‘I would labour for holiness, as I shall 
soon labour for life. As for riches and pleasures, 
and the applauses of men, I account them as dross 
and dung, no more to my happiness than the feath- 
ersthat lie onthe flcor. O! ifthe righteous Judce 
would try me once more; if he would reprieve, 
and spare me a little longer ; in what a spirit would 
I spend the remainder of my days! I would know 
no other business, aim at no other end, than per- 
fecting myself in holiness. Whatever contributed 
to that—every means of grace, every opportunity 
of spiritual improvement—should be dearer to mo 
than thousands of gold and silver. But alas! why 
do I amuse myself with fond imaginations? "The 
best resolutions are now iusignificant, because they 
are too late. The day in which I should have work- 
ed is over and gone, and I see a sad horrible night 
approaching, bringing with it the blackness of 
darkness forever. Heretofore, wo is me! when 
God called, I refused ; when he invited, | was one 
of them that made excuse. Now, therefore, I re- 
ceive the reward of my deeds; feariuiness and 
trembling are come upon me; I smart, and amin 
sore anguish already ; and yet this is but the be- 
ginning of sorrows! It doth not yet appear what I 
shall be ; but sure I shall be ruined, undone, and 
destroyed with an everlasting destruction. 

“This sad scene I saw with mine eyes; these 
words, and many more equally affecting, I heard. 
with mine ears, and soon after attended the un- 
happy gentleman to his tomb.” 
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‘Phe late diseoveries of the phonetic system 


Consent implies union, which is an inere- 
ment to assent, and the distinction, I apprehend, 
subsisting between the two words. Consent is 
agreement about something in union: assent is 
agreement about something not in union. Re- 
ciprocity is implied in the one, and not in the 
other. The devils believe with fear and ha- 
tred ; they cannot believe with confidence and 
love: they assent, but cannot consent, to the 
truth, because they never can be united with it: 
their nature forbids the union, and is unchange- 
able.—** God is love :” his nature is spiritual 
and unchangeable. Union with the one nature 
is disunion from the other. Human nature is 
changeable : it was spiritual ; it may become so 
again: it is the object of Christianity to make 
itso. Whenever spiritual influence is entirely 
withdrawn, it becomes altogether sensual, and 
“at enmity with God ;” and, as such, it can 
only believe, tremble, and hate. Whenever 
spiritual influence is fully present, human na- 
ture becomes spiritual, and at peace with God ; 
and, as such, it believes, confides, and loves. 
This nature retains the capacity of being spir- 
itualized and changed ; but not of spiritualizing 
and changing itself: it retains the capacity of 
assenting to the truth ; but not of consenting 
to, and uniting itself with it. The change from 
sensual to spiritual mindedness, therefore, is en- 
tirely the work ef God ; and our union with 
him, his love, and peace, is the effect of this 
work : for if God did not “ give this increase” 
to our assent to Gospel truth, no spiritual bene- 
fit could accrue from it, nothing spiritual could 
attach to it, we could not confide and love ; and 
until it is given, we are separated from him, and 
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cannot be joined to him. The planting of Paul, 
the watering of Apollos, the working of mira- 
cles, the accomplishment of prophecies, and 
the reading and hearing of the word of God, 
are the means appointed to produce assent to 
the truth of the Gospel on the human mind: but 
they cannot produce consent, for that implies 
union witli God, and must be given by himself. 
The “increase,” therefore, given by God, is 
that which changes our sensual assent into spir- 
tual consent, and makes it faith, by uniting it 
with the Spirit. 

The inference I would wish to draw from the 
above, is, that the haman mind is required and 
must give assent to the truths of the Gospel 
propounded to it by revelation; and that it is 
capable of investigating and being convinced by 
its evidences ; but that it cannot give consent 
to them, and is incapable of deriving any ben- 
efit from them, without Divine grace, because 
it cannot spiritualize and unite itself with them. 
If, then, human ability can only assent to Di- 
vine truth when propounded to unassisted rea- 
son, but cannot consent to it without preventing 
and assisting grace; it follows, that grace effects 
the union, and the change from assent to con- 
sent, and gives entirely the spiritual increase ; 
that “no one can come to Christ except the 
Father draw him; and that no one can say that 
Jesus is the Lord but by the Holy Ghost.” Ii 
this be so, the Scriptures enlighten the natural 
understanding, by setting before it, and con- 
Vincing it of, truths about which it must other- 
wise have remained in total ignorance, and are 
the appointed means of producing its assent to 
the Gospel; but 1 contend that this assent is 
not faith, which implies union with the Gospel ; 
because, if the Spirit of truth does not unite it- 
self with it, and make it spiritual, it still remains 
sensual. For the same reason, the assent of 
the natural will and affections, which are effects 
of the assent of the natural understanding or 
reason, are not fruits of faith ; because the same 
spiritual union is still wanting, which makes 
them such. I conceive, therefore, that prevent- 
ing and assisting grace must always go be- 
fore and accompany human endeavours, to 
make them spiritual, pleasing, and acceptable 
to God in Christ; and that they must always 
be interposed by the mercy of God, to give that 
spiritual increase “ without which nothing is 
strong, nothing is holy ;” that, “ without this 
grace of God by Christ preventing us, we can 
have no good will, and working with us when 
we have that good will,”’ we can have no good 
affections, and bring forth no good fruit; and 
that the implanting of this spiritual increase is 
the ordinary operation of the Holy Ghost upon 
our souls (on meeting with assent to the truth, ) 
which changes the assent of reason into spirit- 
ual consent; makes it an actuating spiritual 





principle; unites us with Christ, and brings us, 
under the guidance of the Spirit 
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The swarming city, wearied 
With its hum, is still: o'er its unconscious 
Prostrate thousands, Sleep hath breath'd his opiate ; 
And airy-footed Silence, on tiptoe 

Trips her way, beck’ning obedience to het 
Dominion. All, save yonder pendulum, 
Impertinent sentinel of reckless Time, 

Is still! which, with its damb moralizing, 

The profoundness of the silence seems to test ; 
Aad, swinging time into eternity, 

Will wot tarry while I comment on it. 

Here, my soul, on this meridian, where, 

With ruthless blade, old Time doth chronicle 

His annual eircuits ; this starting point 

Of ages; this bold precipice o'er which, 

The ocean of eternity to come 

Its dood doth pour, to juin the anc that's past 5 
Here, will we sit, and muse, and wait his counng. 
—But lo! on pinions swifter than the winds, 

He comes! his white locks like a shatter'd pennen 
Streaming,—and now, hath pass'd ! Behold '—alas! 
Hew desperate he doth speed another year, 

The more vigorous for old age ; wide wielding, 
Like a strong swimmer bufletting the sea, 

Those eventful pinions, whose every sweep, 

The future into past converts. "Tie past, 

My soul! another year is fled; its decd: 

Inu the great registry of Heav'n caroll'd ; 

Another leaf turn’d o’er ; and where art thon ? 
Look to thyself! These still careering spheres, 
With lightaing’s speed, are wheeling on their way. 
Aud with insidious silence, winding ap 

The thread attenuate of life. Ay! Death, 

The grisly foe, rank after rank is felling 

Of thy comrades, and hast'ning to the van, 

Siow but sere, thy station. Year upon year, 
Install’d in days and months of bounty, so 
Gratuitous, uvask’d for, aurequited, 

Will leave thee bankrupt to Heav'a. O, hast thon 
In the ever varied year thy God beheld? or, 
Snatch'd its bounties from the palm which held them, 
Toro’d thy back, aor deign'd a glance of gratitude ? 
fis kindly shifting Seasons hast thou view'd, 

As but the varying attitude of leve, 

Anxious to exhilarate, not surfeit, 

In profusion, stadying diversity ? 

All perfam'd and with garlands crown'd, he bids 
Young Spring, attire with her gay furaiture 

The earth; Summer spreads his viands rich ; 
Autuwn, rife with moral, follows ; and old 

Winter leads us to ourselves, our firesides, books, 
Vet all, with its kaleidoscope of hues, 

Its vocal groves, colloquial rivuleta, 

Harvests luxuriant, and threat’ning thunders- 

Its irradiance by day, and at wight, 

Its glorious panorama of wonders 

Unfathomable, sre but the constant 

“O, the dew) 


E.manations of a God. 
Of the riches of thy Jove and wisdom 
What is man that thou art mindful! of hin ’ 
Great and clothed with majesty and houor 
Artthou, O God ; thy ways past finding out! ‘ 
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AUBUKN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


We are happy to learn, (says the Western Recorder,) 
that the funds of this seminary have lately received sev- 
eral important additions ; and that the third Professorship 
has been fully endowed. The Institution, however, is 
not yet out of debt ; and there is still considerable demand 
upon the liberality of the Christian public which we can- 
not but hope will be fully and cheerfully answered. We 
do not expect to see this institution placed beyond the 
reach of want, but certainly, much remains to be done for 
it, and no time ought to be lost, in placing it in a situation 
which may compare with the older institutions in the 
country, —_—- 

LIBERIA. 


On Wednesday, the 28th ult. in Park-street Meeting- 
house, Boston, thirteen persons of color, about to sail for 
the Colony at Liberia, having been organized into a 
church, by an Ecclesiastical Council, were publicly re- 
ccived into the fellowship of other churches. 

The introductory exercises of the meeting being 
through, a sermon was preached by Rev. S. E. Dwight, 
from Psalm Ixviii. 31.— Ethiopia shall soon stretch out 
her hands unto God.” The fellowship of the churches 
was expressed by Rev. Mr. Edwards; and services closed 
by singing an anthem composed by N. Gardner, one of the 
emigrants and deacons of the church, and set to the fol- 
lowing words, of his own selection. 

“ The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord, say- 
ing, Write thou all the words that I have spoken unto 
thee, in a book. For Jo! the days come, saith the Lord, 
that I will bring again the captivity of my people Israel 
and Judah, saith the Lord, and I will cause them to return 
to the land that I gave to their fathers and they shall pos- 
sess it. Therefore, fear thou not, OQ my servant Jacob, 
saith the Lord, neither be dismayed, O Israel, for lo! I 
will save thee from afar, and thy seed from their captivi- 
ty, and Jacob shsll return, and shall be in rest and quiet, 
and none shall make him afraid. Amen. Hear the words 
of the Lord, © ye African race, hear the words of prom- 
ise, But it is not meet to take the children’s bread and to 
cast it to dogs: Truth, Lord, yet the dogs eat of the 
crumbs which fall from their master’s table. O African 
trust inthe Lord. Amen. Hallelujah. Praise the Lord, 
praise ye the Lord. Hallelujah. Amen.” 

The exercises were highly inieresting, and attended by 
alarge audience. The above thirteen individuals, with 
thirty other colored people, the Rev. Calvin Holton, a 
Baptist Missionary, aud Dr. Ebenezer Hunt were to have 
sailed from Boston on Monday last. Rev. Mr. Sessions, 
agent of the American Colonization Society, accompani- 


ed the expedition. .« 





FROM THE FAMILY VISITOR 


INTERESTING FROM LIBERIA. 


We have been politely favored with the follow- 
ing letters from the Rey. Lott Cary, missionary at 
Monrovia, to his friend in Richmond.—Except a 
very few corrections (which, but for the haste in 
which he wrete, would doubtless have been made 
by the writer,) we publish them as they were writ- 
ten. 

The colony is represented as in a prosperous 
eondition ; the buildings are far in progress tow- 
ards completion ; a Sunday School of nearly forty 
scholars, and a daily Mission School are estab- 
lished, in the Jatter of which, are from Cape 





| Mount 19 scholars: from Bassa 8; from Gorah 


county 2; from Dav county 1; and from Trade- 
town 1—in all 31. 

Mr. Cary has for a long time, acted in the treble 
capacity of Physician, Minister of Religion, and 
Teacher of the school, in all which, his industry 
and zeal are very conspicuous and highly praise- 
worthy. It is to be hoped that the Board may 
soon devise means to relieve him from the prac- 
tice of medicine, that he may have more time to 
devote to missionary purposes, for which he seems 
eminently qualified. 

Had he leisure for this object, and a little more 
assistance from the African Missienary Board he 
would no doubt soon be instrumental in establish- 
ing a large school at Grand Cape Mount. Such 
an establishment would more strongly identify the 
interests of the natives with those of the colony, 
and secure their assistance against invasion, and 
their co-operation in the benevolent exertions of 
the society—an object very desirable to every 
friend of African Colonization. 


Monrovia, June 10th, 1825. 


Dean Broruer,—Through you I send the 
Board a Communication which I know will be re- 
ceived by them with some interest. Very dear 
Patrons, I know that it will be a source of much 
gratification to you to hear that on the 18th of 
April 1825, we established a Missionary School 
lor Native Children. We began with 21, the 
schoo; has increased since to 31. And as 1 know 
it to be the greatest object which the Society had 
in view 3 I felt that there was no risk in furnishing 
them with a suit of clothes each upon the credit of 
the Board. I purchased 165 yards.of domestic, of 
Brother J. Lewis, which the Board will please 
pay to his order, We teach from eleven in the 
morning until two in the afternoon, it being as 
much time as I can spare at present, You will 
see from the list, that Grand Cape Mount will 
soon be a field for missionary labors, as that Na- 
tion is most anxious for improvement. I wrote to 
the King some time in May, to send five or six 
girls to school, and have since received an answer 
informing me that the girls and their mothers were 
absent, and when they returned I shovld have 
them. According to their custom they have to 
remain six months. L intend to write him again, 
and as soon as the African Missionary Board can 
support a school to get one established up there, 
To furnish clothing and books for the children, 
and support a teacher, is what the Board would 
have todo. I think after one or two years, such 
an establishment would be of no expense to the 
Board, but that they would very gladly support a 
School themselves. I wish the Board to delibe- 
rate on the subject, and write me by the first op- 
portunity, as I expect to go up the next dry season, 
and [ probably might succeed in getting sucha 
School under way, and appoint some one of our 
young men to take charge of it. The assortment 
of books which have been hitherto sent out, have 
not been adapted to the nature of our infant 
schools; as we found but very few of them that 
contained the first principles. You will please to 
improve our supply of School Books ; such as the 
American or Webster’s Spelling Book. I have 
some hope of meeting you in your next annua! 
meeting ifthe Lord will. We are told to hope 
great things, expect great things, and attemp 
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greatthings. You must know that itis a source of 
much consolation to me, to hear the word of God 
read by those native sons of Ham who a few 
inonths ago were howling in the Devil’s Bush. 
Pray for me. May the Lord direct and protect 


you in all your movements. Amen. 
Yours, &e. 
LOTT CARY. 


Monrovia, Liberia, Africa, June 15th, 1825. 

Dear Sin,—The arrival of the Fidelity, gives 
me ati Opportunity to send you a few lines, which 
{ hope may find you in good health. Nothing 
very interesting has taken place since I wrote you 
last, except that among the last emigrants who 
came out, there has been considerable sickness and 
some deaths; the precise aceount of which I can- 
not give at this time. I do believe that the sick- 
ness of new comers hitherto has been greatly in- 
creased in consequence of the very unfavourable 
season of the year in which they left America. 
You know that they have long been accustomed 
to have their systems prepared for the summer 
heat. But to leave in the winter, and be suddenly 
introduced into a warm climate, it is natural to 
conclude that they will be sooner attacked, and 
that the disease generally terminates more seri- 
ously. Send them out in the fall, and I think the 
sickness will be very light, and in some constitu- 
tions altogether avoided. 

Please to use your influence to have a physician 
sent out, as | must of necessity quit practicing for 
it occasions a greater consumption of time than I 
can possibly afford. , 

We begin to get on with our farms and build- 
ings tolerably well. I have a promising little crop 
of rice and cassada, and have planted about 180 
coffee trees this week, a part of which, I think, 
will produce the next season, as they are now in 
bloom. Ithink, Sir, that in a very few years we 
shall send you coffee of a better quality than you 
have ever seen brought into your market. We 
find that the trees of two species abound in great 
quantities on the Capes, both of the large and 
small green coffee, of which I will send you a spe- 
cimen by the first opportunity. 

The Sunday School continues to prosper. We 
have now on the list forty, but only about 33 at- 
tend regularly. Two of them, George and John 
from Grand Cape Mount, can read in the New 
Testament quite encouragingly. In addition to 
that Ihave under way a regular day school. We 
began with 21, and now have on our list, 31. This 
is called the missionary school, because establish- 
ed in the name ofthe African Missionary Society, 
we teach from eleven until two, each day of the 
week. I got brother Lewis into his new house 
Jast month, and he begins to look like he was at 
home. My respects to all the brethren and friends. 

Your’s with respect, LOTT CARY, 





FOR THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 


TO INQUIRING IMPORTER. 





S1nx,—Your questions are not unworthy of seri- 
ous attention, as they relate to passages of scrip- 
ture, 1 Tim. v. 23; John it. 1—11; and Matt. 
xxvi. 27—29; which have been too often used, or 


To Inquiring Importer. 





rather abused, as passports to indulgences, the 
ruinous consequences of which, probably extend 
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something further than the confines of the present 
life. As truth is the object of every candid enqui- 
rer, you will, I doubt not, Sir, excuse me if I at- 
tempt, although without any persoval knowledge 
of the sermon alluded to, to give a candid enswer 
in a shorter way, by asking a number of questions 
in return. 

In the first place, | would ask, are not many of 
the great truths of scripture expressed and left in 
the manner of unexplained types and parables, 
probably for a trial of character, or for the ponish- 
ment of the proud and sensual, as our Saviour 
taught, 1 Matt. xiii. 12, 13; that hearing, they 
(what humbling and self-denying truths) hear 
not neither do they understand? Will not he 
who has a good heart, always be satisfied, that pas- 
sages of scripture, which seemingly counteract the 
eternal rule of right, (that great and fundamental 
law which is confirmed by every man’s conscience 
when enlightened as well as by the repeated dec- 
larations of God’s word,) would not dg so, if they 
were fully understood ? And if he is anable sat- 
isfactorily to penetrate the meaning of such pas- 
sages, by prayerful examinations and enquiry, will 
he not leave it with those secret things which be- 
long to God, and humbly, although firmiy adhere 
to that which he knows to be nght and the truth of 
God 

Now Sir, not to dwell on the disgrace of our 
country, so fondly anticipated by the spirit of des- 
potism, the impoverishment and debasement of 
families, or the brutalizing distempering, and tem- 
poral ruin of individuals, permit me to ask, 
do you know of any practice which more com- 
monly and more effectually prevents serious con- 
sideration; influences our worst passions ; pro- 
motes other vicious practices and indulgences, and 
even fixes the mark of the beast, and of final per- 
dition in the brazen forehead of the devotee, or is 
more forcibly denounced as such in the word of 
God, than drunkenness, or the free and intempe- 
rate use of spirituous liquors? Is the man who 
stupifies himself once a week, essentially more 
guilty than he who makes himself important or sil- 
ly every day, and perhaps consumes twice the 
quantity of spirituous liquors ? 

Is there any more common source of this evil 
which the remorse and tears of eternity can never 
wash away, than the conunon indulgence of res- 
pectable people, ina moderate nse of this article, 
and the conntenance which is thus and by similar 
means given to it? 

Is there any benefit derived from the common 
use, recommendation and vending of this article, 
which can counterbalance the enormous calaimi- 
ties occasioned by it ? 

Can you kneel before him who seeth in secret, 
ask and hope for his forgiveness and mercy to you, 
while you omit to use all proper influence and en- 
deavors to prevent the irremediable ruin of your 
brethren ? 

Car, those passages quoted in favor of the use of 
wine, meau that you should assist your fellow-men 
in a way which leads down to the chambers of eter- 
nal death ? 

Is it evident that Paul in the Spirit directed 
Timothy to use wine any otherwise than as a med- 
icine, and that cautiously? In saying,—for thy 
stomach’s sake, and thine often infirmities, —would 
he mean for every infirmity? Does this passage 


really encoyrage the use of wine by well persous, 
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or by those whose appetites rather than their infir- 
mities cellfor iu? Is the free or common use ofa 
powerln! medicine to be encouraged and promo 
ted? Hasthe use of, and traffic in this article so 
far as the design has been a rational use of a valua- 
ble medicine, ever been censured by christians ? 
Cap we imagine that he who was filled with 
wisdom and gooduess, whose example and iustruc- 
tions rightly understood, are an unerring rule of du- 


ty, whose actions as well as words were full of 


meaning, as in the instance of the withering of the 
flourishing but onfrnittul fig-tree, who went about 
doing good, making vo provision for the flesh to 
fulfil the lusts thereof, but coment with the plain- 
est fare of poverty, although all was his, spending 
his wakeful nights not in festivity, but in secret 
prayer for my guilty rebels, and who by his Spirit 
has taught us, that drunkards do not inherit: his 
kingdom, that we should not look upon the allur- 
ing qualities of that which afterwards bites like a 
serpent. Prov. xxiii. 31, that even of every idle 
word we shall give account, in the great day, and 
that when we make a feast, we should invite the 
poor, or if we would show our love to our fellow- 
men, we should consider those who are in perish- 
ing need of the feast of mercy we enjoy, can we 
imagine that this self-consecrsted Saviour design. 
ed, in the transactions alluded to. to encourage the 
use of wine to promote festivity 7 

Is not the supposition more rational, that it 
might be the medicinal value of wine which ren- 
dered it in the sacrament, so fit an emblem of our 
Saviour’s blood which he shed for us, as the true 
balm of Gilead ond medicine of a diseased world ? 
For without the shedding of blood there is no re- 
mission. This rightly used and applied by repen- 
tance and obedience, saves those who are ready to 
perish, and cheers those who have reason to be 
of heavy hearts. Let them drink and forget their 

overty, and remember their misery no more! 

Vinile in the language of the prophet, the hurt of 
the danghter of iny people is healed, and God is 
glorified and rejoices in his tiumphant mercy, 
may we not easily see how this wine, as is said in 
seriptore, cheers God and man ? 

Is not tnaitiage an institution of God and a sa- 
cred emblem of the wonderful union of the exalted 
Redeemer and the ransomed, estranged by sin, 
but reconciled and brought wigh by his death, the 
astonishing pledge of his love, which shall fill eter- 
nity withadmiration and delight? [s not this love 
“even unto death,” this wonderful condescension 
by which his enemies were redeemed even by the 
shedding of his most precious blood, the wonder 
and joy of the universe who sit down to the great 
marriage feast? Might not this beginning of mir- 
acles in which the Saviour manifested forth his 
glory be mainly designed as an emblematical rep- 
resentation of the astonishing provision of the good 
and all-sufficient source of adoration, gratitude and 
joy which cheers the feast which Jehovah has pre- 
pared. 

What is right and lawful in some virtuous in- 
stances is wrong in others. How stupid would a 
man appear, postponing the atiempt to save prop 
erty on fire, in order to enjoy his customary repose, 
or food. Yet in other circumstances he might be 


equally blameworthy in neglecting his repose and 
food, were he in this way sacrificing his health to 
unhallowed ambition. 

If spirituous liquors are in certain circumstan- 
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ces and to a certain extent, lzwful and proper, ia 
others they certainly are not. If by merely a mod- 
erate use of them, we diminish our seriousness, con- 
siderateness, watchfulness, exemplariness, and our 
ineans of contributing to the eternal redemption of 
our brethren who are afar off, as well as those who 
are nigh, if we thereby make our brother to offend 
perhaps still more, and expose ourselves to be 
drawn by a fascinating enjoyment, into abomina- 
ble habits and excesses, and if we are not as sure 
of obtaining advantage as to our infirinities, sufti- 
cient to counterbalance these evils and dangers, 
can it be right to indulge ourselves ? 

Can we innocently indulge ourselves in unneces- 
sary pleasures, while our brother, for whose rescue 
we might extend a helping hand, hangs suspended 
by the brittle cord of life over a tremendous preci- 
pice? Can we innocently amuse ourselves and 
him in this situation, by untwisting and frittering 
away this cord? Or can we innocently eniich 
ourselves by sitting by, and furnishing tools for 
such an operation 2 

When the dividing line between the path of du- 
ty and safety, and that of guilt and danger, is not 
ilways casily defined in consequence of te varie- 
ty of infirmities, occasional and constitutional, real 
and fancied, to which our race is subject, and where 
every person must in some measure, at least, judge, 
and act, and give an account for himself, does not 
duty and prudence both demand that we should 
lean to the side of safety rather than that of dan- 
ger? 

Can we have the approbation of our own con- 
sciences and of our Judge, if we omit a peculiar 
guard where we are peculiarly liable to fall ? 





FROM THE CHRISTIAN MIRROR. 


REVIVAL IN GRAY, N. H. 





The first congregational church in this town, 
was embodied in August, 1774, and consisted of 
seven male members. In June following, the 
Rev. Samuel Nash was ordained its Pastor—and 
continned his ministerial labors a litthke more than 
seven years; when, by advice of council, he was 
dismissed, [t isnaknown to the writer how many 
were added to the church during his ministry. 

In 1784, the Rev. Samuel Perley was installed 
Pastor of the church, which had previously adopt- 
ed the Presbyterian form of government. Mr. P. 
continued to preach till 1791, when, by an agree- 
ment between him and tae town, he ceased his la- 
bors. The town, being in debt to him, agreed to 
give him possession of all the ministerial lands to 
liquidate the same. ‘The church, being thus strip- 
ped of those means, which the proprietors of the 
town had furnished for the support of the minis- 
try, was left destitute of a Pastor, and of stated 
preaching, for dwelve years; during which time, 
their number was reduced to two male members. 

In 1803, the Rev. Daniel Weston was employ- 
ed to preach as a candidate, and received a call to 
settle. A council being convened, after examina- 
tion, was of the opinion, that the church was ex- 
tinct, and proceeded to organize one on congre- 
gational principles, consisting of ten male mem- 
bers; and on the following day, the Rev. D. Wes- 
ton was ordaimed, and remained Pastor of the 
church until June, 1824. 

Not long after Mr. Weston’s ordination, a con- 
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siderable part of the society left his meeting ; a 
Methodist church and society, and a Free-will 
Baptist church and society, were organized, and 
but few were left to assist Mr. Weston, or to attend 
his meeting. To relieve the burden of those few, 
Mr. W. generously relinquished his salary in pro- 
portion to the number, who had withdrawn. The 
society dwindled to a verv few families, and there 
had been but a small number added to the church, 
having never been blessed with a revival. 

In: the spring of 1824, from the impression, that 
his usefulness had ceased, and that the town would 
be considered inissionary ground, Mr. W. discon- 
tinued preaching altogether. Society meetings 
were held through the Summer and Autumn, aod 
they were favored with a few Sabbatks’ preaching. 
But it was, to the church, a season of darkness 
and trial. They looked upon their offspring, and 
feared th:y were doomed to be trained up without 
an opportunity of visiting God’s Sanctuary, or of 
being brought under the influence of its benign in- 
stitutions. They felt their situation to be distress- 
ing; but, instead of sinking in absolute despon 
dency, they resorted to the throne of mercy, as 
their last and only hope, and spread their case be- 
fore a praver-hearing God. A weekly conference 
was established, designed principally to pray for a 
revival; and in October the monthly concert was 
held for the first time. It has been remarked, by 
members of the church, that a spirit of prayer 
seemed to prevail, at this time ; though but few at- 
tended their meetings, besides the chuich. 

Being in the employ of the Cumberland Coun- 
ty Conference, at the annual meeting of that body, 
on the last week of Dec. 1824, the writer was com- 
missioned to spend three weeks in this place, with 
the expectation, that the people would retain him 
three more. ’ 

Every representation, which was given of the 
place by those best acquainted, was of the most 
discouraging nature. 

The first Sabbath: in January, was a very stormy 
day, and about thirly,—half as many as they had 
usually had,—attended meeting: though the at- 
tention of one was excited, who afterwards indulg- 
ed a hope. 

Wishing tocomply with the directions of my 
commission, as well as to carry the gospel to the 
doors of those, who would not travel to the stated 
place of worship to hear it, lectures were appoint 
ed during the week, in the different districts ; and 
in this way considerable interest was excited.— 
Pains were taken to get people to hear, and with 
good effect. Meetings were tolerably well attend- 
ed, both on Sabbath and week days. 

Before the three weeks had expired, it was 
found, by visiting from house to house, and by the 
solemnity which was manifested at every meeting, 
that some were making the anxious inquiry, ‘ what 
must’ we ‘doto be saved?’ It was evident, that 


the Spirit of God was meving upon the minds of 


the people. 

At this crisis, a meeting of the church was re- 
quested. Nearly all the members attended ; and 
were asked: individually, to express their feelings 
in relation to their present situation, But there 
appeared to be little engagedne-s; and several 
manifested rather a cold, speculating spirit. They 
were informed, that several around them were 
anxious—that they needed their prayers—that it 
seemed God was about to appear among them in 
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mercy, to revive his work—that mm order for this, 
the church must be engaged ; and they were then 
asked, Do you desire a revival of religion ? aud, 
if so, will you engage to pray for it? 

One member then remarked, that she never wit- 
nessed such a scene, aS Was that mo ning ertrluter 
edin ber family. All were solemn as ceath, and 
some were asking, what they must do to be saved, 
And she begged the church to pray for them Her 
remarks seemed to touch evety heart; aod they 
all resolved to pray forarevival. Fyrom that time, 
the work seemed to progress. 

On the following week, a meeting for inquirers 
was appointed, and eight attended ; most of whom 
appeared to be deeply convicted of sin. These 
meetings were held regularly once a week, and 
were conducted, by making inquiries of individ- 
uals, concerning their views and feelings, hopes 
and desires ; and after learning the sta‘e of their 
minds, such directions and imstractions, diawn 
from the word of God, were given them, as were 
thought applicable to their several cases. Free 
inquiry was encouraged, and the conversetion wath 
individuals was so loud that all present night hear, 
This method was thought preferable, either to low 
conversation, which none but the individual, to 
whom it was addressed, could hear, or to giving me 
siruction and exhortations, without previous in- 
quiry. 

From the commencement of the inquiry meet- 
ings, until the first of May, there was scarcely a 
inceting at which there were not some new inqui- 
rers, and one, or more, who had indulged a hope. 
At such times, those, who expressed a hope, were 
reminded of the great danger of being deceived ; 
their hope was examined by the test of seripture ; 
they were told of the awful consequences of self- 
deception; were urged to examine and prove 
themselves; and to rest satisfied with nothing 
shortof a full surrender of themselves to Christ, 
and a cordial reception of him by faith. 

Insome instances, this critical examination and 
plain dealing swept away hopes, which had been 
cherished, and deep distress of mind retarned, 
which was afterwards relieved by a ‘hope which 
maketh not ashamed.’ None was flattered that 
he was in the way to heaven, because he was con- 
cerned about his soul. All were urged to submit 
immediately to Clirist, as the only ground of hope 
in their case. No attempt was made to make con- 
verts faster than the Spirit of God made them.— 
The great doctrines of the Bible were brought to 
view, explained, and enforced. In some cases, 
these were opposed, or at feast not believed, till the 
heart was changed, when they were cordially em- 
braced. Absolute dependence on the sovereign 
grace of God, for pardon and eternal life, was ur- 
ged; and, at the same time, our obligations to love 
God, to submit unreservedly to him, to repent of 
sin, and to believe on Clirist, were enforced. 

In the latter part of February, the church held a 
day of fasting and prayer. Several of the neigh- 
boring clergymen were present. In the forenoon 
the church made a solenin renewal of covenant ; 
and in the afternoon, attended public services. Jt 
was a day of peculiar interest to this choreh and 
people ; much feeling was exhibited ; some new 
cases of conviction followed ; and a fresh impulse 
was givep to the revival. Not only the number of 
inquirers Was increased, but a greater spuit of 
prayer prevailed in the church, Christians seem- 
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ed to feel, that they could not let God go without 
a greater blessing than they had then received.— 
The church held a meeting for prayer, on every 
evening of the inquiry meeting, in an adjoining 
room. All things went on as pleasantly as could 
be expected, without much opposition, until the 
latter part of April; when unhappy difficulties 
occurred, opposition arose, much excitement was 
produced, and the minds of people seeined at once 
to be turned fromthe things of their peace, to those 
subjects, which were both unprofitable and injuri- 
ous. From this time the attention began to sub- 
side, some who had atirended the meeting for in- 
quiry absenied themselves, and there were but few 
hopeful conversions after it. The light of eternity 
will disclose the cause, and all will then be judged 
and rewarded according to their works. 

The subjects of the work seemed, generally, to 
possess deep convictions of sin—were seusible of 
the entire depravity of their hearts—that they had 
always lived in disobedience,—had never been ac- 
tuated by such motives as God requires, and con- 
sequently had never done any thing acceptable in 
his sight. Io some cases the law-work was severe 
—the enmity of the carnal mind against God was 
powerfully felt and exhibited. Some were much 
more powerfully wrought upon, and were much 
longer under distress of mind, than others. Some 
seemed to give up the conflict almost immediate- 
ly ; while others held out fora long time, and 
even then, gradually discovered the evidence of 
that change in their affections, which led them 
tremblingly to hope inthe mercy of God, through 
Jesus Christ. None appeared to be confident in 
themselves, or to possess very great joys and ec- 
siacy. All were fearful of self-deception. They 
felt, that they were transacting business for eferni- 
4y and they wished to do it well. They wished 

or that religion, which would be lasting ;—that 
hope, which would be as an anchor to the soul—sup- 
ort in life, cheer at death, and prepare thei for 
Leave: They generally obtained relief, by expe- 
riencing an acquiescence in the will and character 
of God ; a pleasure in the reflection, that He reign- 
ed, and that they were in his hands; and a wil- 
lingness to surrender themselves unreservedly to 
Christ in view of his loveliness and preciousness. 

Those, who have expressed a hope were from 
15 to upwards of 60 years of age ; most of them, 
however, had arrived at maturity, and like the sub- 
jects of most other revivals, they are principally 
females. 

By this visitation of God’s mercy, our little 
church, which consisted of seven males and seven 
females, has received an accession of fiwenrty six 
members,—six males and twenty females; and at 
the last communion, one who had been propound- 
ed, was prevented from coming forward by ill 
health. Several others have expressed a hope, 
who have not yet offered themselves to the church. 

In this revival, it is evident, that God, as in all 
his other works, has shown himself a Sovereign, 
and, at the saine time, has honored the institutions 
of his own appointment. In some families, one 
has been taken and another left; a husband, a 
wife, and a sister have experienced the joys of 
pardoning mercy, while their companions, or the 
other meinbers of the family, have seemed to look 
on with indifference, and would not relinquish the 
world to accompany their friends. Still, most of 
the subjects are those, who had not ‘left the house 
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of the Lord God of their fathers,’ but had been 
constant in their attendance upon the means of 
grace in the Sanctuary. In one family, there 
have been five hopeful subjects. 

The revival was, probably, the means, and the 
only means, of the settlement of the present pastor 
of this church, and of the re-establishment of the 
ordinances and institutions of religion among 
them. And may God grant, that this event may 
prove a greater blessing to both, than they have yet 
experienced ; and to him shall be all the glory. 

SAMUEL H. PECKHAM. 

Grey, Dec. 20, 1825. 


AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


We have just received the following letter, which we / 
with pleasure communicate to our readers.—Chr. Mir. 


Portrsmouta, N. H. Dec. 13, 1825. 


Dear Sir—I seize the first moment of leisure to 
answer the kind inquiries you were pleased to make » 
in regard to the success of ny agency in the State 
of Maine. In a word, I can say,any success has 
very much exceeded my most sanguine expecta- 
tions. The subject of colonizing the free people 
of colour in the United States on the Coast of 
Africa is now much better understood than former- 
ly. There is, too, a kinder and a still kinder feel- 
ing kindling up in northern bosoms towards south- 
ern slave holders. We at length begin to under- 
stand that southern men are not to blame for the 
simple act of holding slaves; but for abusing 
them, and for neglecting to adopt measures adapt- 
ed to lead to the final abolition of slavery. What 
those measures are, southern men, who are more 
interested in the subject, and who, it must be al- 
lowed on all hands, are better acquainted with it 
than we ourselves can possibly be, must decide. If 
not a majority, a minority of slave-holders seem 
to be deciding this question by the aid they are af- 
fording to the operations of the Colonization So- 
ciety. The actions, as well as the words, of this 
minority, are saying to us, “ Why forever cast in 
our teeth this evil of slavery, (which we did not 
bring upon ourselves,) and still be unwilling to 
afford us aid to remedy the evil? Our slaves are 
at your service—show your philanthropy in trans- 
porting them to the land of their fathers.” This 
isgenerous. Jtis more than generous. That this 
appeal is really made by slave-holders, appears 
from the fact, that more slaves are at this moment 
offered to the society than it has the means of 
transporting ; though hitherto few slaves have been 
sent out to Liberia for the sole reason that it has 
been thought extremely desirable that the found- 
ations of the Colony should be laid with as good 
materials as possible, ‘The interest which the good 
people of Maine have taken in this subject, and 
the manner, in which they have testified their in- 
terest by the pecuniary aid afforded to the Colo- 




















nization Society, must be truly gratifying to every it 
friend of humanity. The hospitality toe, and the ; 
very kind attentions I have every where received : 


as an agent of this society, deserve, and do cer- 
tainly receive the sincerest gratitude. 

The donations of some of the towns, through 
which I passed, (I quote from memory, and give 
them in round numbers) are nearly as follows, In 
Augusta, $120; Hallowell, 170; Gardiner, 100; 
Brunswick, 120; Portland, adding the probable 
avails of the Society to the collections already 
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made, from 500 to 1000 ; Saco, 140; Kennebunk, 
130 ; Kennebunkport, 150; Alfred, 60; and Dover 
220. 

These things, so far as they have been done 
from love to God and love to man, will not be for- 
gotten in the day when God shall make up his 
jewels. And O, may God grant, that all who 
have thus cheerfully put their hands to this great 
and good work, may have their own hearts sanc- 
tified, and hereafter, in distant ages, while seated 
in the kingdom of Christ and of God, may find 
themselves associated with ten thousand times ten 
thousand and thousands of thousands, who have 
cone from lands now heathen, some of whom have 
been redeemed through the instrumentality of 
their liberality. 

With the sincerest gratitude for your hospitality 
and very kind attentions, I subscribe myself your 
friend aud obt. sert. W. W. NILES. 


CATECHISM IN COMMON SCHOOLS. 


A writer inthe Connecticut Observer bas the follow- 
ing judicious remarks oif this subject :— 

In inost schools we have preserved the good old 
practice of “ teaching the Catechism.” Aud the 
practice is almost as general of attending to this 
part of the business of the schcol Saturday noon; 
and it is hardly less common to detain the schol- 
ars on this account later than on other days.— 
Schools that are punctually dismissed on other 
days at twelve o’clock, are often kept together on 
this day half an hour, and sometimes a whole hour 
later. This detention, 1 fear, goes very far to di- 
minish the benefits of this instruction. Children 
are not too fond of it under the most favourable 
circumstances, When to other causes this is add- 
ed, something like aversion and disgust is often 
produced. For while the teacher is trying to make 
him acquainted with religious truth and duty, the 
poor child is thinking of his dinner, and of his 
afternoon labours and sports. Children are almost 
always impatient when school hours are extended 
beyond the rule ; even if no expectations of pleas- 
ure were deferred by it, they would be restive on 
account of the confinement. If they want their 
time for no other employiment, they want it un. 
their own control. Confiuement after the usual 
hour is an imposition, and submitted to reluctantly. 
But most children are in momentary expectation of 
dinner after the clock strikes twelve, and it is 
grown into a proverb that children come hungry 
from school: and where families dive soon after 
noon, as they do commonly in the country, they 
are sometimes disobliged by the absence of their 
children. Again the large children in most coun- 
try schools have some necessary concerns to atiend 
to Saturday afternoon. A variety of errands, jobs, 
and little services are apt to be assigned for that 
time. These are often more than enough to fill 
the afternoon, especially in winter: or, if less im- 
portant and considerable, the child is apt to be 
impatient to be about them, If the afternoon is 
to be mere play time, the reasons are hardly fewer 
or less urgent against defrauditig the child of the 
least portion of it. 

The remedy is obvious and easy. Let part of 
the other exercises of Saturday forenoon be omit- 
ted, and so large a part as to leave time enough for 
all the religious instraction and remarks the teach- 
er thinks may be useful. I presume all parents 
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that wish the Catechism should be recited in 
school would be perfectly willing so much of the 
ordinary course of other days should give place. 

The tendency of the common way of encour- 
agement is to make children think lightly of 
the importance of the religious instruction given 
in the school. It is crowded into a little nook of 
time saved from the ordinary round of business, 
and is of course hurried over with all possible ra- 
pidity, tothe immigent danger of the good temper, 
both of teacher and pupils. And if hurrying all 
Saturday morning does not save time enough to 
get through with the Catechism in this bustling 
way, the poor child is robbed of his liesure hours 
to the necessary amount. Now let the religious 
exercises of the school have their oon place and 
time, and not come in as intruders. The Cate- 
chism is as well entitled to a part of the regular 
school hours as any other school exercise. 


PROGRESS OF THE CAUSE OF SEAMEN. 

While we mourn over the apathy of our Christian 
friends at home, our hearts are cheered by accounts of 
the successful progress of the cause abroad. Our corres- 
pondence, from almost every quarter, encourages us to gc 
forward, ‘The following extracts of letters from several 
pious masters of vessels, now in Europe, are truly inter- 
esting: they prove what we have often asserted, that pious 
and intelligent seamen are among the most useful mis- 
sionaries of the Cross. They carry the glad tidings ot 
salvation to every navigable part of the globe, without 
money and without price. —Mur. Mag. 
Extract from Capt. Parker, of the brig T'we 

Sisters. 

“ Being at Trieste at the close of the year 1824, 
I supported Divine service, in the circle of ny owa 
ship’s company, upon the Lord’s day. I was con 
vinced, from occasionally seeing some strange sea 
men joining us, thathad [ a Bethel flag, I migin 
have had a number of my seafaring brethren unite 
with us. I was soon able to supply the want by 
converting the fly of a blue ensign, which the laws 
of the British empire woald not allow me to wear 
for its original purpose. I immediately resolved 
to put it to a purpose which the British king would 
sanction, and the King of kings approve. Mrs. 
R , an English lady, resident at that place, 
placed the letters and dove complete upon the flag. 
She very generously refused to be remunerated. 
This being the first Bethel flag that was known to 
have been hoisted in the port, much was the in- 
quiring what it meant, and what it was for, &c.— 
I had the blessed privilege of hoisting and display - 
ing this banner twice every Lord’s day during my 
stay there, and was accompanied to worship our 
common Lord and Saviour by masters, maces, and 
seamen, and several gentlemen from the shore ; 
even by professors of the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion; and, if we may judge from outward appear. 
ances, much good was done. Captain R ; 
who assisted me, would read at times some striking 
passages from the Sailow’s Magazine, which came 
in well before dismissing our like congregation.” 











Extract from a British Naval Officer, dated 


“ Brocxape Station, Noy. 1, 1820. 
“] acknowledge, with pleasure, the receipt, from 
the ‘Naval and Military Bible Society,’ of 50 
Bibles and 100 Testaments, with an assurance ot 
a further supply if I found them necessary—a part 
of these | have distributed among our own men, 
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and at several of the other stations. Since T have 
been here [ have had service every Sabbath, and 
find tae men, Catholics not excepted, always pay 
the utmost attention, and appear devotionally in- 
terested ; anda worthy clergyman, who is an I[s- 
raelite indeed, comes into our quarters every Mon- 
day evening, and reads a chapter and the prayers 
—he has kindly given me twenty-four Prayer- 
books, which | have divided among my own men, 
and at four other stations. I have a promise from 
several officers to read prayers if I can procure 
books for the men. We have 17 stations in this 
division, with from 14 to 2f men at each, increas- 
ing gradually as we get new men ; there are two 
other divisions in this blockade, and three in the 
neighbouring county; many of the officers, no 
doubt, wonld be glad to get Bibles and Prayer- 
books for their men. I hope to hear the Bethel 
Union still continues to prosper abundantly. 1 
mast not forget to tell you that, through the bless- 
ing of God, | wWitNESS A GREAT CHANGE IN THE 
MORAL CONDUCT OF MY MEN—lthey never swear 
in my hearing—I can send them to the village 
without their returning drunk. 'The Bibles, Tes- 
taments, Prayer-books, Tracts, Sailor’s Maga- 
zines, Sermons, &c. which were at first neglected, 
except during divine service, [have now the pleas- 
ure to see perused, not only on the Sabbath, but 
on week days, when the men are off duty; and 
one man, who had been purser’s steward of the 
ship, whom Captain told me was such a 
drunken fellow that he could not manage him on 
board, therefore, disrated him, and sent him on 
shore to me, aud who gave me a great deal of 
trouble at first, and used every means to persuade 
the men from attending prayers, &c. and told me 
he would not attend. [lam happy to say he is now 
extremely regular and attentive.” 





Gipravtar, Oct. 12, 1825. 


Captain Crane, of the Meteor, previous to sail- 
ing from Liverpool, some months ago, received 
from the Bethel Society a Bethel flag. In a let- 
ter bearing the above date, he states that he arri- 
ved at Gibraltar on the Lith of August, and upon 
the 15th, being Sabbath-day, at 8 A. M. he hoist- 
ed the Bethel flag at the main-royal mast head ; 
“and, to our joy,” he writes, “we saw another 
hoisted on board the brig E. of London, captain 
N. Soon after the waving of the Bethel signal, 
we were visited by Mr. H., boatswain of his ma- 
jesty’s doek-yard. He regulated the services 
amongst us for that day: at S P. M. a boat pulled 
up alongside, with a preacher, who came on board, 
and preached to us on the deck ; there were about 
forty present. A deep solemnity appeared to iim- 
press all, while engaged in the services of this day. 
In the evening a praver-meeting was held on 
board the E. On the following Sabbath, the flag 
was (ving for morning service on board the E. and 
at 3 P.M. was handed down, when we spread our 
havner for atternoon service a) d prayer-meeting, 
We found it good in our approaches to the throne 
of grace.” 


ABOMINABLE IDOLATRIES! 


The following extraordinary advertisement is said 
to have been published in a Calcutta newspaper. 


“I, Achin, Chinaman, native of Pekin, requrn 





[Tan. 


his thank to de religious and most worships in 


Bengal, singe his first begin business. He now 
have to acquaint de worshippers of idols, that his 
son, Aloo Achen, have arrived, after his study of 
sculpture in Italy and London. He have brought 
wid him many blocks of that beautiful stellated 
granite, from Kelkenny ; he have also brought out 
a Mr. Bacon’s Pentegtaph, by which we am now 
able to reduce to de smallest size any favourite 
idol, for domestic worship and in portable compass 
(exactly resembling de orizinal,) for religious tra- 
vellers by sea or land. We have one blocks of dis 
imperishable marble weighing three tons, beauti- 
fully variegated ; dis I proposes as de basis of a 
durable idol, to supersede de perishable wooden 
figure of Jugzernanth ; I with iny son have nearly 
completed de idol.” 

Here is described an artifice by which the Priest 
may make the idol appear to weep at pleasure. He 
proceeds— 

“ We have left a cavity in de mouth, between 
de teeth for phosphorous light ; also in each eye 
of de idol, to illuminate de enamel and glass pa- 
pils in front. We makes figures of any incarna- 
tions: bulls for Egyptian worship, of de same 
beautiful Irish marbie; boars, tortoises, hawks, 
sphinx, lions. Any pious person incliaed to em- 
ploy me and son, will, by sending a plan or like- 
ness of de favourite deity, be certain of having it 
exactly executed according to order. Should de 
wood, cark, or clay of any favourite family idol be 
rapidly in decay, we engage to restore de deity to 
his original forin, in imperishable materials (and 
if required,) improved in de most graceful and 
natural proportion. Orders addressed to Achen 
and Son, sculptors, Penang, will be thankfully re- 
ceived and promptly attended to.” 


Extract from an interesting conversation between 
Dr. Samuet Jounson, and Mr. Bosweuxt1, on 
the Atonement. 

“T talked to him of original sin, in consequence 
of the fall of man, and of the atonement made by 
our Saviour. After some conversation which he 
desired me to remember, he, at my request dicta 
ted to me as follows: 

“ With respect to original sin, the inquiry is not 
necessary ; for whatever is the cause of human cor- 
ruption, men are evidently and confessedly so cor- 
rupt, that all the laws of Heaven and Earth are 
insufficient to restrain them from cvimes. What- 
ever difficulty there may be in the conception of 
vicarious punishments, it is an opinion which has 
had possession of mankind in all ages. There is 
no nation that has not used the practice of sacrifi- 
ces. Whoever, therefore, denies the propriety of 
vicarious punishments, holds an opinion which the 
sentiments and practice of mankind have contra- 
dicted from the beginning of the world. The great 
sacrifice for the sins of mankind was offered at the 
death of the Messiah, who is called in Scripture, 
“The Lamb of God, that taketh away the situs of 
the world.” ‘To judge of the reasunableness of 
the scheme of redemption, it must be considered 
as necessary to the government of the universe, 
ihat God should make known his perpetual and ir- 
reconcilable detestatiou of moral evil. He might 


indeed punish, and punish only the offenders ; but 
as the end of punishment is not revenge of crimes, 
but propagation of virtue, it was more becoming 
the divine clemency to find another manner of 
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proceeding, less destructive to man, and at least 
equally powérful to promo'e goodness. The end 
of punishment isto reclaim and warn, That pun- 
ishment will both reclaim and warn, which shews 
evidently such abhorrence of sin in God as may 
deter us from it, or strike us with vengeance when 
we have committed it. This is effected by vieari- 
ous punishment. Nothing could more testify the 
opposition between the nature of God and moral 
evil, or more amply display his justice to men and 
angels, to all orders and successions of beings, than 
that it was necessary for the highest and purest 
nature, even for divinity itself, to pacify the de- 
mands of vengeance by a painful death, of which 
the natural effect will be, that when Justice is ap- 


peased, there is a proper place for the exercise of 


mercy.—The peculiar doctrine of Christianity is, 
that of an universal sacrifice and perpetnal propi- 
tiation. Other prophets only proclaimed the will 
and the threatenings of God; Christ satisfied his 
justice.”— Boswell’s Life of Johnson 
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MISS JANE M KEE. 
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Mr. Editor,—Believing that the cause of truth is often 
supported by the exercises of a dying believer, that sem- 
blauces of such exercises are exposed by a full and clear 
representation of Christian feeling; and that babes in 
Clirist are confirmed by the developement of such a tem- 
per, tried in the furnace of affliction, I transmit to you the 
following for your perusal, and if you think it expedient, 
you are at liberty to give it a place in your valuable paper. 

Miss Jane M’Kee, a native of Kentucky, and of Chris- 
tian parents, was early instructed in the first nrinciples of 
the religion of Christ. Her first impressions of divine 
truth seem to have originated from reading the sacred 
Seriptares. But not antil the year 1816, was she brought 
to rejoice in Christ as a pardoning Saviour. Soon after, 
she upited herself to the church at Mount Pleasant, at 
that time under the care of the Rev. John R. Moreland 
She ever after this seemed to support the character of a 

enuine discipie of Jesus. But nothing appeared so mar- 
Red and glorious in her case, until the commencement of 
her last illness on the 26th of March. On the fifth day 
the symptoms became alarming, and she suffered much 
pain ; yet in this enfeebled condition, seeing her friends 
gathering around her bed, and a deep solicitude apnear- 
ing ia every countenance, she exclaimed, with a feeling 
which seemed to penetrate every spirit, “ In me you see 
what we all are, and that sickness and death must be en- 
countered by us every one.” At the same time urging 
those around her who had made a profession of religion, 
to adorn the doctrine of God their Saviour, that in the 
end of their pilgrimage they might receive a crown of glo- 
ry that fadeth not away. To her Christless friends she 
said, “ Oh do not neglect seeking an interest in Christ 
until you are brought to a sick bed and the hour of death " 
Here she broke out in strains of thankfulness, acknowl- 
edging the goodness of God, that had enabled her to give 
up her all and devote herself to the Lord and his service 
“It has been my prayer to Almighty God, (said she,) that 
when I am cailed to quit this life, I may be enabled to 
Jeave a testimony to the reality of the religion of Jesus 
Christ behind me. TI am thankful for what the Lord has 
done, and is still doing for me.” She now desired her 
friends to resign her to the Lord’s disposal, whether in 
life or death; and again raising her eyes, she implored 
strength and patience to endure unto the end. She gen- 
erally enjoyed the use of her reason,.and a strong confi- 
dence inGod. Eight days before her departure, hope for 
her recovery seemed to expire in the minds of her rela- 
tives, and her own language evinced that she was aware 
that the chariot wheels of her Redeemer were descend- 
ing to bear her «piritto heaven. But ia this eventful ne- 
riod of her sufferings «he seemed to lose sight of herself, 
and began to speak to all around her; calling them one af- 
ter arother to her dying pillow, and addressing them as 





Obituary—Miss Jane M Kee. 50g 


she conceived their situations severally demanded. She 
insisted much upon aa interest in Christ, as being the 
“one thing needful.” ‘To a servant of Christ engaged in 
conversation and prayer with her, she said, ** Oh be faith- 
ful in warning sinners to flee from the wrath to come. 
Tell them that Christ isa precious Savionr—Oh | know 
he is precious.”” On being asked by her mother if she 
vas willing to leave her and the rest of the family, she ap- 
peared for a moment to be in a strait, and with some emo- 
tion said, “* He that loveth father or mother, sister or 
brother, more than Christ is aot worthy of him.” She 
continued to enjoy a strong confidence in the atoning 
blood of Jesus Christ, which she manifested at intervals 
as she was able to speak. She believed also inthe effica- 
cy of prayer, desiring that supplications be offered in ber 
behalf, that her faith fail not, in the hour of trial, and that 
in easy passage from time to eternity might be granted 
her 

A tew hours before she lefi this world, as her mother 
sat by her weeping, with a look of affection and tender- 
ness, she said, “Oh mother do not grieve for me. Give 
me up tothe Lord. Tam his. He only teat me to vou 
The Lord gave and the Lord taketh away; then say, 
blessed be the nome of the Lord, even forever.” A few 
minutes after tus, her father sat dowu near her, and be- 
gan to examine the state of her pulse, when she asked 
what he now thought of ber case. To which he repled, 
Ido not expect it will alarm vou, when | say, that I be- 
lieve you are within a few hours of vour dissolution, 
With a degree of serenity which bespoke a sweet peace 
within, she responded, “ the will of the Lord be done. 1 
feel as though it cannot be long ; but I wish to sav some- 
thing while | yet bave strength to speak.”” She then cal- 
led her brothers aud sisters, and others present, and spoke 
a short time to each, as she believed their cases required, 
urging, with the earnestness of a dying believer, the ne- 
cessity of the new birth, as a qualificanon for heavea and 
glory, and as her tongue began to falier, and her lips seem- 
ed to be quivering in death, then tt was she raised the 
emaciated hand and bade each a last farewell. 

This scene continued about an hour, with the exerci- 
ses of which she appeared mach exhausted, and was 
seemingly sinking to vest. A’ short time afier this, how 
ever; to the no small surprise of her weeping triends, whe 
supposed her spit was on the wing to immortality, she 
seemed to revive again, and receiving a litte wine and 
waiter, she said, “Oh, my Saviour liad vinegar and gall, 
that | might have wine.” Thea after a moment's pruse 
she proceeded, “1 feel myself somewhat disappointed,” 
A friend who sat near her, asked in whatrespect’ She 
then rejoined, “IT thought | was entering the portals of 
eternal glory; but Lhave a fow more struggles; vet the 
Lord will strengiben me for the laet, arid give me the vie- 
iory.”” She again requested prayer to be offered, and 
committing her spirit into the hands of her ascended Say- 
iour, she fell asleep in death. 

The curtain was drawn. Her spirit has fled, The 
vision of uncreated exccllence beams upon her soul. Her 
body moulders in the dust. The worm riots over a form 
once attractive and sprightly. But hope cheers the mind 
of survivors, that her ascended spirit will return at the 
resurrection of the just, and fasten the claim of Measial 
on the same tenement, from which ber spivit took its 
flight, in the instant of her dissolution. Yes, the tramph ot 
ye een Jesus shall break the crusted earth under which 
she sleeps. ‘Then let me die herdeath and let my ead be 
like hers. Be 


Dien,—In this city on the Sist ult. Mr. Alexan@®r H 
Arnold of Pawling N.Y. a member of the seuior class in 
Yale College, aged 21. 

At Northford, on &h Dee. Deacon Solomon Fowler, 
aged 65. 

At North Branford on the 23c ult. Mr. Ebeneger Par- 
dey, formerly of North Haven, aged 72 

At Burke, Vt. Mrs. Lucy Hali, wife of Sylvester Hall, 
Esq. 48, and daughter of Samuel Hurlbut, Ksy. ot Wine 
chester in this state. ; 
At Beaufort, 8S. C. Mr. Jesse Gilbert, carpenter—tor 
merly of Hamden, Conn, aged 30. 

At Clinton, Geo. Rufus Hutuington, son of William 
Huatington, Esq. of Lebavon in this state 

At Charleston, S$. C. on the 15th ult. die Rev. Hoope: 
Cumming, D. D. late pastor of the Church im Vandews 





ter-seel, New York. 
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$10 Poetry—The smile of Jesus.—Affectionate Preaching.—Ambition. 


POETRY. 


FROM THE FAMILY VISIPOR. 


THE SMILE OF JESUS. 


—_— 








Sweet is the face of Nature, 
When flowers deck the vales ; 
When air is filled with fragrance, 

Watted by vernal gales ; 
But Zephyr’s vainly fan me, 

Aud fiowers to groves invite ; 
Without the smile of Jesus, 

They give me nv delight. 


Sweet are the shady bowers ; 
The silent, still retreat, 
The sunshine after showers, 
And morning air are sweet: 
But vain are nature's beauties, 
Ania lost her sweets to me ; 
Dear Jesus! naught shall charm me, 
Without a smile from thee. 


Though chrystal streams meander, 
And fertilize the plain ; 

Though gentle Zephyrs wander, 
And wait each pleasing strain ; 
Though valleys, groves and flowers, 

Unie to charm my sight; 
Without the smile of Jesus, 
They caanot give delight. 


Jesus, thy smile of mercy, 
Can wake my spirit whole ; 
And drive these clouds of darkness, 
From my afflicted soul : 
Oh, pardon my trausgressions, 
And purify my heart ; 
Speak all my sins forgiven, 
And bid my fears depart. 


For thee my spirits languish, 
While all my joys are fled ; 
Oli smile away this anguish, 
Aad raise my drovpiag head. 
Then saints shall hear my story, 
And share my happiness ; 
While thine shall be the glory, 
And mine the endless bliss. 








AFFECTIONATE PREACHING. 

* A preacher ought to speak to his audience as a father 
would talk to his children, with an affectionate tender- 
ness. Io the most awful denunciations of the divine dis- 
pleasure, an air of unaffected meekness should be preser- 
ved, that while, with unsparing fidelity, we declare the 
whole counsel of God, it may appear we are aciuated by 
a genuine spirit of compassion. A hard and unfeeling 


manner of denouncing the threatenings of the word of 


God, is not only barbarous and inhuman, but calculated, 


by inspiring d:sgust, to rob them of all their efficacy. If 


the awful part of our message, which may be styled the 
burden of the Lord, ever fall with duc weight ou our hear- 
ers, it will be when it is delivered with a trembling hand 
and faltering lips; and we may then expect them to rea- 
lize its solemn import, when they perceive that we our- 
selves are ready to sink under it. Of whom I have told 
you before, said St. Paul, and now tell you weeping, that 
they ure the cnemies of the cross of Christ. What force 
does that affecting declaration derive from these tears! 


Terms of the Intelligencer —In advance 





(Tax. 


An affectionate manner insinuates itself into the heaw, 
renders it soft and pliable, and disposes it to imbibe the 
sentiments and follow the impulse of the speaker. Who- 
ever has attended to the effect of addresses from the pul- 
pit, must have perceived how much of their impression 
depends upon this quality, which gives to sentiments com- 
paratively trite, a power over the mind, beyond what the 
most striking and original conceptions possess = it. 
ALL. 





“ There is another strain of preaching, which though it 
wear the garb of zeal, is seldom a proof of any power but 
the power of self; | mean angry and scolding preaching. 
The Gospel is a benevolent scheme, and whoever speaks 
in the power of it, will assuredly speak in love. In the 
most faithful rebukes of sin, in the most solemn declara- 
tions of God's displeasure against it, a preacher may give 
evidence of a disposition of good will and compassion to 
sinners, and certainly wili, if he speaks under the influ- 
ence of the power of truth. If we can indulge invective 
and bitterness in the pulpit, we know not what spirit we 
are of; we are but gratifying our own evil tempers, under 
the pretence of a concern for the cause of God and truth. 
A preacher of this character, instead of resembling a 
priest bearing in hiscenser hallowed fire taken from God's 
altar, may be compared to the madman described in the 
Proverbs, who scattereth at random fire-brands, and ar- 
rows, and death, and saith am I not in sport? Such per- 
sons may applaud their own faithfulness and courage, and 
think it a great attainment that they can so easily and con- 
stantly set their congregation at defiance ; but they must 
not expect to be useful, so long as it remains a truth, that 
the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.” 

NeEewron. 


* DO SOMETHING.” 


I have often had occasion to observe, says Mr. Cecil, 
that a warm blundering man does more for the world than 
a frigid wise man. A man who gets into the habit of in- 
quiring about properties, and expediences, and occasions, 
often spends his life without doing any thing to purpese. 
The state of the world is such, and so much depends on 
action, that every thing seems to say to every man, “ Do 
something ?”’ * do it,” “do it!” 


AMBITION. 


An ambitious man is the greatest enemy to himself of 
any inthe world besides: For he still torments himself 
with hopes, desires, and cares, which he might avoid, 
he would remit of the height of bis thoughts, and live 
quietly. 

An earnest preacher, it is said, makes an attentive con- 
gregation ; may it not be added that aa attentive congre- 
gation tends to make an earnest preacher ¢ 


RESIGNATION ENFORCED BY A CHILD. 





A certain pions lady in our vicinity, who had recently 
lost a very promising child, was one day sitting with her 
little daughier of about three years of age by her side, 
and conversing with her about the death of her little broth- 
er. She told her, that God had taken him to heaven, and 
as she spake, she wept. ‘The little girl, after a few mo- 
meats of pensive thought, asked her mother—* Was it 
proper for God to take ‘H. to heaven?” To which she 
replied in the affirmative. ‘ Well theo,” said she, “ if it 
was proper for God to take him away, what do you cry 
for Mar”—Chrs. Watchman. 


, $2,50. Seven copies, $2, with an allowance of 10 per cent. to agents. 
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